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The  Burdens  of  Privilege 


AN’S  rise  to  the  full  stature  of  his  man- 
M  ■  ■  hood  has  been  an  uphill  fight,  against 
^ T  ^  ^  tremendous  odds.  The  age-long  struggle 
between  the  angel  and  the  animal  in  the 
human  heart  can  best  be  seen  in  man’s 
relation  to  other  men.  There  is  the  real  test  of  his 
religion.  All  the  forces  of  selfishness  and  greed  and 
exclusiveness  have  been  waging  a  ceaseless  war  against 
the  powers  of  love  and  brotherhood.  It  resolves  itself 
into  the  basic  question:  ‘Ts  God  or  self  the  end  of  the 
process  ?  Has  God  or  self  been  made  the  centre  of 
your  universe?” 


THE  TEST  OE  A  MAN’s  REEIGION. 


The  smallest  of  God’s  creatures,  if  only  an  insect 
dancing  away  its  brief  day  in  the  sunbeam,  has  a  right 
to  have  its  welfare  considered  as  an  end  in  the  plan 
of  God ;  but  no  creature  is  so  great  or  important  that 
it  has  a  right  to  have  its  well-being  regarded  as  the 
sole  end  of  God’s  plan.  Therefore  the  point  to  be 
determined  before  you  can  discover  a  man’s  religious 
stature  is  this :  “Is  the  Gospel  of  salvation  for  all  or 
for  some,  for  humanity  or  for  a  privileged  class?” 
Bigoted  and  erroneous  conceptions  of  the  Gospel  and 
its  claims  have  been  frightfully  common.  God  knows 
how  narrow  views  have  persisted  from  the  beginning 
even  until  now  !  What  chastening  and  tragic  discipline 
it  required  through  hundreds  of  weary  years  to  teach 
God’s  chosen  people  the  sense  of  responsibility  for  the 
outside  world.  History  records  the  struggle  to  deliver 
the  early  Church  from  the  bondage  of  race  prejudice 
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and  religious  bigotry.  And  even  in  the  enlightened 
twentieth  century  there  are  some  who  seem  to  believe 
that  we  have  a  right  to  keep  our  religion  to  ourselves ; 
that  “the  heathen”  in  non-Christian  lands  are  well 
enough  off,  and  there  is  no  need  of  sending  the  Gospel 
to  them.  Ah,  the  way  to  life  is  narrow,  but  the  people 
who  walk  in  that  way  must  be  the  broadest  in  the 
world.  The  larger  the  circle  of  a  man’s  interests,  the 
more  complete  and  symmetrical  his  character,  the 
more  Godlike  his  life.  “The  love  of  God  is  broader 
than  the  measure  of  man’s  mind.”  How  can  a  man 
be  like  God,  who  is  interested  only  in  a  part  of  this 
world,  in  a  single  family  or  nation  or  race  ?  The  great 
George  Washington  demonstrated  the  reality  of  his 
statesmanship  by  the  breadth  of  his  viev/.  He  planned 
and  worked,  not  simply  for  a  part,  but  for  the  whole. 
He  spoke  not,  like  some  modern  politicians,  of  “my 
district” ;  he  spoke  of  “my  continent.”  He  was  not 
provincial ;  he  was  cosmopolitan.  And  how  much 
more  truly  can  this  fine  thing  be  said  of  our  Saviour. 
No  man  ever  lived  who  was  less  provincial,  more  cos¬ 
mopolitan  ;  no  man  of  greater  heart,  of  broader  spirit. 
He  was  a  Jew  of  the  first  century ;  but  deeper  and 
more  truly  he  was  a  man  of  all  the  centuries.  And 
when  the  great  Apostle  Paul  became  a  follower  of 
Jesus,  he  was  no  longer  a  smug  Pharisee,  regarding 
those  outside  the  pale  of  Judaism  as  beyond  redemp¬ 
tion,  but  he  could  now  say :  “I  am  a  man,  and  I  regard 
nothing  that  is  human  to  be  foreign  to  myself,”  No 
longer  merely  a  citizen  of  Tarsus,  but  a  citizen  of  the 
world;  no  longer  merely  a  Jew,  but  a  man  who  was 
brother  to  all  men.  And  only  then  does  any  man 
reach  the  real  heights  of  his  manhood,  when  he  becomes 
in  this  sense  a  citizen  of  the  zvhole  zvorld. 
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TWO  KINDS  OE  CREEDS. 

Nothing  in  the  universe  is  so  free  as  the  spirit  of 
Christianity ;  and  yet  there  is  no  system  of  thought 
which  lays  so  commanding  a  grasp  on  your  love  and 
your  life,  no  religion  which  lays  the  burden  of  the 
world’s  welfare  so  heavily  upon  your  heart.  In  the 
Christian  plan  every  right  brings  its  corresponding 
duty,  every  opportunity  its  responsibility,  every  privi¬ 
lege  and  blessing  its  burdens  of  service  and  sacrifice. 
‘'Each  for  himself,  and  the  devil  take  the  hindmost” — 
that  is  the  creed  of  provincialism.  “Am  I  my  brother’s 
keeper  ?” — that  is  its  apology.  But  the  creed  of  brother¬ 
hood  is  :  “Bach  for  all  and  all  for  each/'  and  that  needs 
no  apology.  Why  does  God  save  men?  Because  He 
loves  them  and  desires  to  make  them  blessed?  Yes, 
but  also  because  He  desires  that  through  them  others 
shall  be  brought  into  the  living  knowledge  of  His  love. 

“God  doth  with  men  as  we  with  torches  do ; 

Not  light  them  for  themselves.” 

It  would  be  hard  to  imagine  anything  more  cruel 
or  inhuman  than  the  conception  that  we  have  the 
right  to  keep  all  our  blessings  to  ourselves,  instead  of 
passing  them  on. 

“Shall  we  whose  souls  are  lighted 
With  wisdom  from  on  high. 

Shall  we  to  men  benighted 
The  lamp  of  life  deny? 

Saint  Paul’s  answer  was  clear  and  incisive.  He 
felt  a  sense  of  obligation  to  all  men  for  whom  Christ 
died.  No  matter  whether  they  were  civilized  or  un¬ 
civilized,  wise  or  foolish,  they  were  his  Father’s  other 
children  out  in  the  dark,  and  they  must  have  a  chance. 
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He  did  not  forget  that  our  Heavenly  Father  “  made 
of  one  blood  every  nation  of  men  to  dwell  on  all  the 
face  of  the  earth/’  By  the  grace  of  God  he  had 
come  into  possession  of  the  truth.  He  was  a  new 
creature  in  Christ  Jesus.  And  he  felt  he  had  been  so 
wonderfully  blessed  in  order  that  he  might  become  a 
wonderful  blessing  to  others.  He  was  in  the  grip  of 
a  great  love  which  would  not  let  him  go.  “The  love 
of  Christ  constraineth  me,”  he  cried.  It  constrained 
him  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  seeking  and  saving  the 
lost.  That  had  been  his  Master’s  joy.  It  should  also 
be  his. 

THE  WHITE  man’s  burden. 

We  speak  to-day  of  “the  white  man’s  burden.” 
Because  of  what  God  has  done  for  the  Anglo-Saxon 
race,  because  to-day  that  race  enjoys  such  superior 
power  and  ability,  its  responsibility  is  most  solemn  and 
tremendous.  Noblesse  oblige.  Have  you  gladly  ac¬ 
cepted  that  burden,  or  do  you  groan  and  fret  because 
the  world  is  open  as  never  before,  the  calls  for  help 
and  the  chances  for  doing  good  are  multiplying 
and  never  in  all  history  has  there  been  so  great 
a  demand  for  heroic  service  and  genuine  self- 
sacrifice  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  world’s  re¬ 
demption?  “Will  these  calls  never  cease?”  gruffly 
asked  a  business  man  of  his  Pastor,  who  had  come 
to  present  a  good  cause.  “Do  you  want  them  to 
cease?”  quietly  returned  the  minister.  The  man  hung 
his  head  for  a  few  moments.  He  thought  of  the  mad 
struggle  after  wealth  and  pleasure,  the  tremendous 
temptations  of  our  modern  life,  and  then  he  answered, 
“No,  or  I  should  become  as  selfish  as  the  devil.”  Ah 
yes,  every  true  man  must  be  made  to  feel  his  sense 
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of  obligation  toward  the  whole  world.  The  law  of 
the  “square  deal”  demands  it.  It  must  be  done  for 
Christ’s  sake.  Only  then  shall  He  “see  of  the  travail 
of  His  soul  and  be  satisfied.”  It  must  be  done  for 
your  brother’s  sake.  It  is  the  appeal  of  humanity’s 
need,  the  cry  of  sufifering  and  sinning  men  and  women 
and  little  children.  It  must  be  done  also  for  your 
own  sake,  for  only  on  this  platform  can  you  truly  build 
your  own  soul.  Would  you  bear  no  burdens?  Then 
you  must  surrender  all  your  sympathies,  throttle  all 
the  afifections  of  your  heart.  Would  you  cease  to 
sutler  ?  Then  you  must  cease  to  love.  The  great 
heart  of  Jesus  broke  beneath  the  burden  of  a  world’s 
sin,  but  that  broken  heart  has  been  the  solace  of 
millions  through  the  centuries. 

The  little  girl  trudging  down  the  street  with  a 
heavy  baby  in  her  arms  was  accosted  by  a  lady  who 
said:  “My  dear  girl,  that  is  too  heavy  a  burden  for 
you  to  bear.”  But  she  replied  quickly  and  with  the 
intensity  of  a  loving  heart :  “He’s  no  burden ;  he’s  my 
brother!”  God  give  us  such  a  sense  of  brotherhood! 
All  our  social  burdens  would  soon  be  viewed  as 
privileges  and  blessings  if  we  had  a  passion  for  help¬ 
ing  and  saving  men  such  as  Jesus  had. 

HOW  FAR  HAVE  YOU  DEVELOPED? 

There  are  three  stages  of  religious  development 
which  we  can  with  profit  recall :  ( i )  In  the  first  stage 
a  man  has  just  enough  religion  to  make  him  miserable. 
We  mean  that  his  heart  is  restless,  anxious,  torn  with 
doubts  and  fears.  He  experiences  conviction  of  sin, 
some  measure  of  genuine  penitence,  a  sincere  dis¬ 
satisfaction  with  himself,  an  ardent  yearning  after 
something  better.  It  is  possible  that  some  who  read 
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these  lines  remain  in  this  condition.  It  is  a  great 
advance  over  spiritual  indifference  and  the  deadly 
torpor  of  unconcern,  but  it  is  not  enough.  (2)  In  the 
second  stage  we  can  say  that  a  man  has  enough  religion 
to  make  him  happy.  He  has  come  to  accept  the  ex¬ 
ceeding  great  and  precious  promises  of  God’s  Word 
for  himself,  he  has  felt  the  cleansing  touch  of  for¬ 
giveness  and  moral  healing,  there  has  come  to  him  the 
assurance  of  pardon,  rest  for  his  storm-tossed  heart, 
the  peace  that  passeth  understanding,  the  joy  which 
the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take  away.  This  stage 
of  personal  happiness  in  the  religious  life  is  better, 
but  it  is  not  the  best.  If  one  has  been  crowned  with 
such  wonderful  grace  and  sits  down  at  ease  to  ‘Svhile 
his  soul  away,”  forgetting  the  needs  and  claims  of 
other  men,  he  will  find  his  joy  to  be  effervescent,  and 
his  peace  will  take  wings  and  fly  away.  (3)  In  the 
third  stage  of  religious  development  a  man  not  only 
has  religion  enough  to  make  him  happy,  but  he  has 
enough  to  set  him  to  zvork  for  the  happiness  of  others. 
Then  only  does  he  come  to  spiritual  manhood.  Then 
only  does  he  taste  the  very  wine  of  God.  Then  only 
does  he  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  Jesus.  It  is  the  devil’s 
task  to  keep  men  from  that  stage  of  development 
which  makes  them  feel  upon  their  hearts  the  burden 
of  souls  and  sends  them  out  to  be  helpers  and  saviours 
of  their  brethren.  For  according  to  our  capacity  and 
circumstances  we  are  debtors  to  the  whole  world, 
and  all  our  possessions  and  powers  are  held  in  trust. 

CAN  YOU  GET  AWAY  PROM  THIS  QUESTION  ? 

One  of  the  greatest  questions  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  which  we  trust  the  spirit  of  God  will  write  on 
the  conscience  of  every  man,  is  that  great,  heart-search- 
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jng  query:  '‘What  hast  thou  that  thou  didst  not  re¬ 
ceived  Oh,  think  of  it,  you  ‘‘heirs  of  all  ages,”  you 
privileged  people  of  this  great  nation  in  this  greatest 
of  centuries,  do  you  realize  how  men  have  toiled  and 
suffered  and  died  to  give  you  the  material  comforts, 
the  political  and  civic  rights,  and  the  blessings  of 
salvation  which  you  now  enjoy?  You  who  are  de¬ 
scended  from  barbarians  and  savages,  won  to  a  higher 
life  by  the  heralds  of  the  cross  of  Christ,  you  who 
entered  the  world  at  the  cost  of  a  mother’s  pain  and 
possible  martyrdom,  do  you  not  see  how  all  the  neces¬ 
sities  as  well  as  the  luxuries  of  your  civilization  were 
bought  for  you  at  the  price  of  blood?  Answer  and 
tell,  what  have  you  that  you  did  not  receive?  And 
who  are  you  that  will  say,  in  the  face  of  all  that  was 
done  for  you,  that  you  have  a  right  to  live  for  yourself? 

A  TERRIBUE  DECUARATION. 

A  venerable  man  of  God  said  recently  that  one  of 
the  saddest  things  any  friend  of  Christ  is  compelled 
to  hear  to-day  is  the  statement  made  by  members  of 
the  Christian  Church — not  often  anymore,  thank  God, 
but  once  in  a  long  while:  “I  don’t  believe  in  Foreign 
Missions.”  That  is,  indeed,  a  terrible  declaration  for 
a  Christian  to  make.  We  should  be  charitable  enough 
to  suppose  that  it  is  usually  an  expression  of  thought¬ 
lessness  and  ignorance  rather  than  of  deliberate  judg¬ 
ment.  Many  do  not  mean  what  they  say,  and  many 
do  not  realize  what  they  mean.  Few  indeed,  who  have 
been  tempted  to  say  such  a  thing  through  specious 
appeals  to  their  selfishness  or  prejudice,  realize  what 
an  indictment  it  is  against  their  own  humanity  and 
religion.  If  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  is  what  it 
claims  to  be,  then  surely  those  who  are  in  the  grossest 
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darkness  are  the  people  who  need  that  religion  most. 
Every  sensible  person  knows  that  the  distinction  be¬ 
tween  Home  and  Foreign  Missions  is  arbitrary  and 
merely  for  purposes  of  convenience.  For  the  Christian 
there  are  in  reality  no  foreigners.  The  boy  in  Sunday 
School,  who  was  asked  to  give  the  name  of  the  first 
man,  responded  promptly:  “George  Washington.” 
When  he  was  told  that  it  was  Adam,  he  cried :  “Oh,  I 
didn’t  know  you  included  foreigners.”  There  are  a 
few  grown  people  who  still  have  such  childish  con¬ 
ceptions.  It  is  a  relic  of  the  days  when  the  word 
“stranger”  was  synonomous  with  “enemy.”  In  reality. 
Home  and  Foreign  Missions  are  like  the  two  handles 
of  a  galvanic  battery ;  you  cannot  feel  the  thrill  of 
Divine  love  unless  you  grasp  them  both  and  get  into 
the  circuit  of  God’s  universal  plan. 

A  TREMENDOUS  PRESUMPTION. 

What  does  it  mean  when  you  say  that  you  do  not 
believe  in  Foreign  Missions?  It  means  that  you  pre¬ 
sume  to  draw  a  line  somewhere  on  this  earth  and  say 
that  on  one  side  of  it  are  men  and  women  and  children 
who  have  immortal  souls  and  whom  you  should  treat  as 
brethren,  and  that  the  men  and  women  and  children 
on  the  other  side  of  that  arbitrary  line  either  have  no 
souls  or  you  have  no  responsibility  concerning  them 
and  will  once  for  all  sever  any  claims  of  brotherhood 
they  may  have  upon  you.  Because  they  are  a  few 
miles  further  away  and  may  have  a  skin  of  a  different 
hue,  you  can  with  impunity  permit  them  to  rot  in 
their  shame  and  sin,  to  perish  in  their  need  and  hope¬ 
lessness.  It  is  true  that  in  our  Father’s  family  some 
children  are  fortunate,  others  unfortunate;  some  civ¬ 
ilized,  others  uncivilized ;  some  entrusted  with  the  true 
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religion,  others  in  the  darkness  of  error  and  supersti¬ 
tion  ;  some  are  healthy  and  rich  and  strong,  others  are 
weak  and  sick  and  crippled  and  deformed. 

SHALL  THE  STRONG  ABANDON  THE  WEAK? 

What  are  we  to  do  with  our  crippled  brothers f 
The  old,  wicked  way  was  to  get  rid  of  them  or  to 
ignore  them,  but  the  brand  of  Cain  is  on  that  spirit 
and  that  method.  The  way  of  Christ  is  to  heal  and 
save.  We  know  of  a  man  who  has  felt  for  years  that 
he  is  accursed  because  in  the  days  of  his  young  man¬ 
hood  he  abandoned  his  crippled  and  simple-minded 
brother.  Because  that  brother  was  a  care  and  a  burden 
he  took  him  far  away  from  home  and  deserted  him 
among  strangers.  Though  in  after  years  he  traveled 
far  and  spent  much  to  get  word  of  his  brother,  he 
never  knew  what  became  of  him,  never  learned  to  what 
suffering  or  privation  the  poor  fellow  was  subjected 
or  what  burden  he  imposed  on  others  through  his  own 
sinful  neglect.  But  never  has  he  been  able  to  forget 
the  one  great  outstanding  fact — he  had  abandoned  his 
needy  brother.  That  is  the  sin  you  would  have  the 
Church  of  Christ  commit  when  you  take  a  stand  against 
Foreign  Missions.  If  a  physician  would  discover  a 
certain  cure  of  cancer  or  of  the  Bubonic  plague  and 
would  keep  the  secret  to  himself  or  for  a  select  few, 
you  would  denounce  him  as  inhuman.  If  a  man  were 
to  discover  the  fountain  of  eternal  youth  or  a  method 
to  rescue  from  death  great  multitudes  of  his  fellows 
and  would  refuse  to  use  his  knowledge  for  the  blessing 
of  others  you  would  rightly  say  that  the  blood  of  his 
brothers  rested  upon  his  soul.  This  was  the  sin  of 
Dives.  Our  Lord  condemned  him  not  because  he  was 
rich,  but  because  with  all  his  advantages,  he  was 
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inhuman.  Lacking  in  social  love,  he  ignored  the  needs 
of  his  brethren.  The  Christian  man  dare  not  be  in¬ 
different  to  human  sorrow  or  need  in  any  part  of 
God’s  world.  He  must  do  his  share  to  bring  the  all- 
sufficient  Christ  to  every  empty  heart.  Cannot  we  ac¬ 
cept  this  as  a  truism:  The  man  zvho  does  not  feel  like 
spreading  his  religion  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  does  not 
really  possess  a  religion  that  is  zvorth  spreading.  This 
old  world  needs  Jesus  Christ.  Everywhere  hearts  are 
yearning  for  ^‘the  old,  old  story  of  Jesus  and  his  love.” 
In  ever-growing  numbers  men  and  women  are  going 
to  tell  that  story  and  “the  new  Acts  of  the  Apostles” 
is  being  written  in  the  history  of  modern  missions. 
There  is  no  other  history  so  glorious  and  inspiring. 
Shall  we  consent  to  abandon  our  brothers  who  are  not 
so  fortunate  as  to  live  in  this  favored  land?  No,  God 
forbid  !  Those  who  have  felt  and  accepted  the  burdens 
of  privilege  have  said :  “Though  every  step  be  over  the 
grave  of  a  missionary,  the  world  must  be  redeemed.” 
Never  has  there  been  a  diviner  challenge  to  all  that 
is  noble  and  heroic  in  our  humanity. 

“Oh,  I  know  of  lands  that  are  sunk  in  shame. 

Of  hearts  that  faint  and  tire: 

I  know  of  a  Name,  a  Name,  a  Name, 

Can  set  those  lands  on  fire. 

Its  sound  is  a  brand,  its  letters  flame ; 

I  know  of  a  Name,  a  Name,  a  Name, 

Will  set  those  lands  on  fire.” 


